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Government of Alberta's Official EMZ Annual Feral Horse

Minimum Count Mapping Template.
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Alberta Equine Management Zones

Alberta has six Equine ones (EMZs) that
acres of land where more than 1,400 Alberta Wild Horses roam.

more than 2.2 million

DNA studies conducted by the University of Calgary and corroborated by Texas

A&M s Juras Animal Genetics Laboratory found Alberta's Wild Horses have a distinct
DNA profile different than those of domestic horses that makes them unique and not
found anywhere else in the world.

Analysis of the horses' DNA found they have genetic markers for the Canadian Horse,

Indian Pony, mixed draft breeds, and a strong Spanish horse influence, particularly from
Iberian and Andalusian breeds.

Alberta's "Wildies" have roamed the foothills of the the Eastern Slopes of the Rocky
Mountains in Alberta for as far back as the 1700s.

The biggest threat to these Wild Horses is predation with Grizzly and Black Bears,
wolves, and coyotes being their primary predators. especially of the young or infirm.

While unfortunate, predator losses do keep Alberta’s wild horse population naturally
inbalance and check.
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Alberta Wild Horse Population
Sundre EMZ 2018-2023
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Population is Static and Has Been in Decline Since 2018
Due to High Levels of Predation
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The Alberta Government has just published misleading
Sundre Wild Horse Population Numbers for 2023

2021 2022 2023
- |.I|IIII||||_ o

Sundre EMZ 763  Sundre EMZ 642 Sundre EMZ 9169
|

An increase due to zone migration is also impossible Such an increase, (51%), is biologically
given wild horse populations in other EMZs are static. impossible in one year's time.
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Sundre EMZ (Equine Management Zone)
Alberta Government vs HAWS Feral Horse Count 2021-2023
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2022 WILD HORSE POPULATION COUNT RESULTS CONDUCTED BY HAWS

Adults — 595
- Sub-Adults - 63
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2023 WILD HORSE POPULATION COUNT RESULTS CONDUCTED BY HAWS
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2023 Wild Horse Aerial Population Count Summary

¢ In 2023, HAWS flew an identical flight path to the one flown in 2022 by both HAWS and the
government. 2023 HAWS’ kms flown = 1,263 Horses Counted = 684

e The Alberta Government flew an additional 500 kms in the Sundre EMZ over what they flew in
2022. 2023 GofA kms flown = 1,763 Horses Counted = 969
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Total flight path 1263 km in 2023
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Flight Tracks 2023
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Map representation of the framework thresholds for each EMZ. In this map, the colouration refers to the relative horse abundance

based on 2023 minimum counts.

* indicates a count from surveys completed in 2022.
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ALBERTA WILD HORSE POPULATION

EQUINE MANAGEMENT ZONES (EMZ) Sl
SUPPORTING MAPS, GRAPHS AND TRENDS /1‘/7»\\
HAWS

HELP ALBERTA WILDIES SOCIETY

www.helpalbertawildiessociety.com

CONTACT: Darrell R. Glover, HAWS President
(403) 350-8688
hawsteam@gmail.com

Inflated 2023 Government Horse Count Puts Wild Horse Population
in Sundre EMZ Perilously Close to Threshold That Will Trigger Culling
and/or an Equine Contraception Program to Reduce Wild Horse Numbers

2023 Government Count: 969 (Result of flying 500 kms more of the zone than in 2022)
Threshold That Would Trigger Culls/Contraception: 1000

2023 HAWS'’ Count: 684 (Based on flying identical flight path as government did in 2022)

TABLE 2
Feral Horse Management Framework tiers.

Threshold 2

Population levels are a concern and could trend to ecologically unsustainable

{/\} if unmanaged
g * Management actions implemented to reduce risk of exceeding Threshold 2

¢ Collaborative management to address landscape concerns and/or local herd density
* Focus on proactive actions to maintain population levels and ensure they don't continue to grow

Threshold 1
? Horse population acceptable and ecologically sustainable

* Monitoring
* No active management except for welfare and public safety




